In che Parliament of Scotland, the 25. of ORober: 


1641; Indctence of himſelfe upon certaine (latiders 
which are reported of him. AY 


-- 
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 Whoreiy be expreſeth bis affeZion to the King and King- 
dome of England. 


Alſo concerning the Traytors of Scotland mag, did lay a plot- 
- to take away his life. 
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+ Generall Leſley's 


SPEECH 
PARLIAMENT, 


O purge my. ſ{clfe of ſome 
flanderous accuſations, I 
have ptcſumed to prefent 
my felfe before your ho. 
nours;, thereby-to ſtoppe 
Gp the mouthes of my cnc- 
RS mics, and to xevive the 

| former zood opinion which trueand loyall 
ſubjeRs have had of mee : There have becne 
ſome lately my:Lords, which have not beene 
aſhamed to lays' thar whatloever of late I at- 
Te! 8 Fl tempted 


tempted in the defence of picty "tack, 
' wereall for my owne eads, got for the good 
of my Gountry. 
Whereas Godis my tcucandbeſt of wit. 
neflcs, that all my: inceats were reall 2nd for 
the goodof both Kingdomes. 
My Noble Lorgs , it isunknowne to very 
few of you that I have exerciſed armes theſe 
many yegres, almoſt from my childchood,, ,. 
and yet did ] neyer take part withythe Church 
of Rome, but have alwaies becne a ſworne 
foe agaiaſt it. pt 
Mapy batt 
was my frien 
but (I praiſe God) net ſpcaking in a boaſting 
(way, as yet I never left the field but was ;. 
crowned with viQory.. ; 
I was your Generall againſt England z and. 
peraot, agand it bu fore , 2c bath vow" 
appena iy the mo happy pacification. 
Va lec my Lords now,that nature doth claim 
_ itsdug, old age avercommeth the ftrengelt , 
pu Aa wh.” ry ate, Eg ad forto 
employ meapainſt a forrainc foe, my ſervice 
ſhould attend the Kings command;, would /- 
make uſe of my beſt of sLill-ro.overthrowthis, 
focs-: Iknow'my: Lords thar/Ihave- beeyne 
enſured hard of abroad; but I hope Gy 


Fe haye I faughe fipce farrune 
to- make mea Commander; 


truth and lopalcy to my Sqveraigne, (hill top 
the lying conguse of flying fame ; alongrime 
was | branded with that accurfed title of trai- 
tor which my ſoule abhorres , and to defend 
my innocency, my heatt at all cimes is ready, * 
My Lords, give me licence to make uſc of 
a dolefull expreſſion, which isforthe ingrati- 
ende of thoſe for whom I feared not to ven- 
rare my deareſt blond, yet theſe deceirfy!l 
Indiſes have agreed together to betray mce 
and ſnatch away my ſhort breathing life, 
How many dayes when they hays beens 
iporting and taking their plcafures, have 
beenctaking paines, and ſtudying forto pre- 
ferye both them and their families * How 
many nights have I watched, when they have 


\ beeno mantledin theirfilkes,. and proftrated 
*upontheir downe beds, taking their ſweet, fi- 


teatand quiet reſt : And yet forall this my 
Lotds, am Ithe marke they have chicfely 
ſhot at to deſtroy , for which the great God 


_ forgivethem, for my owne part I freely doe, 
> ipoali 


- fo their conſciences, which 1 
know can truly tell them, whether I have d-- 

ſervedtheirhateor no, | 
But yet my Lords, give me leave to ſpezke 
both proand ca, although I freely forgive 
them the particular injury which they 
thought to have woe upon ms, yet wo 
| 3 , the 


the Law have its proceeding againſt them 
for they which will goe abouttorobbethe' 
King ot histrue and loyall ſubjcRs, will not 


be afraid 3 1n- time totry their utmoſt $kill to R 


dc ſtroy the King himſelf. 

O Ambition, Ambition ! How lottily doft 
thou ſoare es Foritis thee and none but thee 
which doth fteerethe ations of cach difloy- 
all traitor for being great , yet becauſe as 
doe not daily ariſe to bee greater , they will 
ſtrive to {wimme to their intents through a 


{ez of bloud.: What honour would theſe , 


Lords have gotto take away my life? O bur 
oy had greater priſes which they did aime 

, bur Goddid hinder them, who ala aies 
hath beene and alwates will bee the defender 
of thoſe which put their truſt in him the Uving 
God, 
In what a miſerable cſtate are theſe men in 
now £ They have gained, themſclves the c- 
verlaſting hate ot all good men, they have 
loſt their honours, ſtained. their Anceſtors 
fame, and prejudicated their owne lives : Oh 
did a traitor but thinke before what hee went 


about when his minde is firſt hampering upon - 


treachery ! he would change his wicked re- 
tolvtion; for frft, let him thinke ofthe danger 
which will follow , and then of. ten hundred 


thou- 
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Wouland ties much more in the world to 
come. | 
My Lords, may I findethe joyes of hea- 
ven, but as truly as I meane faithfully both to 
my King and Country, und then were I cer- 
tainc of an cverlaſting , moſt happy , joyfull 
and heavenly eſtate : That God would al- 
', Waics bleſſe King Charles our lawfull native 
' King and Governour, & his true ſubj-&s ſhal 
alwaics be my praicr, and ſo is it I know of all 
thoſe which wiſh well unto Sion, 
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